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4 on me 
MIRACLES Li our been. 


WOC 8 Mr Woolſton. ir ) 
Al Good-morrow. (IL) Well, I have 
| read your diſcourſes; and am come 
cd talk with you about ? em. () 
RS FH; 1 handled the Zerg te ſome 
— 1 urpoſe ? (L) Sir, That's all be- 
Purpoſc. 
. of the controverſy ; ard therefore would avoid 


* of bat vs; that mi ight Eule us into a 
'B s * | 
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am deſirous to enter into the me- 
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on fir then i ape. Tate we e 
125 However, Lou can not but ſay They have rich 
 deſerv'd it at my Handb. (EL) What dilappoint- 
ments you may have met With, I cannot ſay: but I 
ſee no reaſon why you ſhould revile the whole body 
of them, with ſo ſpiteful a bitterneſs, becauſe you 
happen to be of a different opinion from them. If 
it is no crime for you to differ from them, as you 


- 


e EA. be well {atighed/-that 16s not: "why Jouldat 


xe eſteem d (eſpecially by a free-thinker, as you at- 
fect to be thought) ſo heinous a crime in them, to 
differ from you. I he odds of authority and num- 
ber is incomparably on their ſide: which one would 
think ought to be of ſome weight to engage you to 


write Wirk a little more decency and ſelf-difidence at 
leaſt, if it be not ſuitable to your birth and education 


do treat them with common civility, You muſt give 


me leave to tell you, It was not well done of you to 
take ſuch liberties, as the chriſtian religion forbids 
- againſt the worſt enemies, and for the! greateſt in- 


juries: nor wiſely neither. People will be apt to 


think there is ſomething much amiſs in the matter: 
and thatit is downright Je rate revenge; becauſe the 
clergy might think you incapable or unworthy of that 
high empfoy, which they are bound to gun Aan 
all incroachments. But, be that as it Will, There is 
one thing (ſince you have drawn me oft 5 


which I cannot help taking notice of: A hat is 
the ſcurrilous manner, in which you have been pleas'd 
to treat a ſubject of ſo awful an importance With the 
biggeſt part of your countrymen. "Ih, indeed, you 


ans perſuaded that it is your duty to depreciate the 


* - x a : 
* * o 


chriſtian religion; I, cannot but ſay that, you hays, | # 


* = 


taken the beſt method, in ſtriking at the foundation | # 


thy, and have ma- 


of it; to wit, the miracles of Jel 
appeals-to as the reaſon of 'our fai 


int) 


EFF 


—— — — | 
nag d it in the beſt — do moſt miſchief. You 
muſt, F think, have been ſenſible that the ſhrewdaſt 
of your objeions, even in the ſtrongeſt light, would 
ike no Weight with people of conſideration ; and, 
at the ſame time, that the weakeſt things, you, have 
ſaid, might pals upon diſtemper d fancies 3 and, ac- 
cordingly, Jou have dreſs d them up in a proper di- 
alect. Vour language is fo well ſuited to the taſt of 
ſhallow-headed young rakes (upon whom only any 
thing you have advanc'd can Have any influence) and 
your reflexions ſowell calculated to furniſh them with 
matter of mirth and ridieule over their cups, when | 
they affect to be witty ; that I tremble to think how 
many poor wretches may thereby be harden'd into a 
contempt of their ſaviour...  (px8course, 1 li. PAGE, 18.) 
on might as well hold. your tos 5% as runon at that 
rate, . For, to be plain with you, Whether vous, or any 
body elſe, ſpall think Thave ſaid any thing to 3hepur- 
Poſe, or: 25 is all one to My. 0 All one to you, 
2 you.? Sure, you do not think this matter (which 
| you have urg d ſo long, and ſo e of ſo 
little conſequence; but that you would, b it e | 
make, — Dantes, IT take 5 for . . 
wonld; and, therefore, To the you 7 1 
and let me know (fairly and plai fly "what it it is you 
9 ME. Y You would bave me e a . 
l 2 By ab all means, 2 


ie G 00 Way, 1 1 Ad in "yy PRO 
AF Mahonetifon * 4 more reaſonable religion than the 
n | Ghriftian, as it 15 not underſtood.” (L) Your reaſon? 
1 —— 4; 6s.) Becauſe the goſpel account of Chriſt's 
'-3 aches, Parables, Life, ond Do#rine (us they are 


wow an Pg eh, abſurd, an (150 * | 


4 be propoſuion.. 
(D) How is it then that You underſtand them? 
(i, 4, 57, 65. ii. 41, 55. v. 62.) Allegorically, Caba- 
liftically, Emblematically, Figuratively, Morally, My- 

flically, Parabolically, Prophetically, Spiritually, Ty- 
pically, In ſhort, The. four goſpels are, in uo part, æ 
literal ſtory; but a ſyſtem of myſtical philoſophy. (L) 
Have you maintain d this charge in each of theſe ar- 
ticles? (iv) I have gone a good way in the 116 
having, in 5 diſcourſes, gonſider d 14 of the Miracles. 
(Y) Pray, repeat your charge on this head. 
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(i. 4.) The accounts of the miracles of Jeſus, as re- 
corded in the evangeliſts, are only prophetical and pa- 
rabolical narratives f what would be myſteriouſly, and 

more wonderfully, done by bim. (L) I hope you have 
no reaſon for ſuch an afſertion : becauſe, at that rate, 
the ſenſe of ſcripture muſt always be arbitrary and 
4 3 And, if, in the plaineſt narrations, we 
are to quit the literal ſenſe ; and run into allegories, 

_ contrary to all rational rules of interpretation the 
ſacred writings will be' of no further ſervice to the 

world; becauſę they cannot, any longer, be look d- 

upon as an appeal to our reaſon . But I am willing 
to hear what you have to ſay for it. (i, 5. I baut 

Reaſon, and the Fathers on my fide. (ID As = | 
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* The truth is, Theſuppoſition diſorder of mind, ar; very firong | - 
of an allegorical and myſtical mea - Taeter ern the chritian re-j| 
ning. excluſive of the literal, car ligion. For inſtance, That, ben 

ries in it ſo many ſtrange abſur: © the people were amazd to ſee the | 
_ ities ; that nothing could lead any miracle Chriſt did, they were 
one into It, but either great weak - amaz d at nothing: That, when 

ſes of, eee e great eee ee 


* 


1 


the argument, 5 


the Fathers, you know they are no further to be re- 


garded, than they advance what is reaſonable: and 


therefore we, ordinary chriſtians, have no further 
concern with them“, So, it will be ſufficient, to ſet- 
tle the point between us, to conſider your reaſons: to 


which you have, no doubt, given all poſſible advan- 
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their having ſeen the mira» thing: That, when the Jews fear'd 


Mows cures that he had wrought the Faccel of his miracles, and 
upon others; they had really ſeen © call'd a council to prevent it; they 


nothing to induce and encourg 
them to come to him: That, when conſulted about nothi 


: That. 
the people intended to make him when it was urg d by the Jews, | 
a king,” on account of his extra- that he wrought miracles by the 


-ardinary works; they had ſeen no help of Beelzebub; any thing could 


Works, but what any other man bave driven them to that ſhift, 


might have done: That, when but that they knew the facts tem- ; 
the came back to thank him ſelves to be real and undeniable: &c. 


eee 
ff.. ̃ , 


© * Though, by the way, I do not gn the miracles of our ſavior, but | 
ſuppoſe that you have the fathers upon almoſt all the hiſtorical facts. 


ge were afraid only of ſhadows, and 


tions of ſcripture to the pedple, of 
Which —— in — 


chiefly conſiſted) being willing to 
uſeall 


on your: ſide. For, I am inform d, 

by a very eminent perſon, that Such 

an aſſertion is ſo notoriouſly falſe, 

that it requires the greateſt charity 

to think that you your ſelf did not 
know it to be ſo. Some of the 


fathers indeed (in their explica- 
days 


uſe all means. and to omit no op- 
portunities of, exciting in them a 


ſpirit of piety and devotion: did 
not confine themſelves to the bare 
K letter; but endeavor d, upon the 
foundation of the 


— po to raiſe 
ſpiritual meanings; and to allego- 


rize upon them by way of moral 
_ «pPlieation; and this, not only upr 


which are recorded either in the 
old or new teſtament; and the 
ſame was alſo à receiv'd- method 
of inſtruction among the Jews. 
But, would you have us ſuppoſe 


that. the primitive fathers intended 


to deny the literal facts of our fa- 
viour's miracles; or to make them 


merelyl allegorical: when you have 
not produc d any one authority 


out of the whole body of the fa- 
thers of the firſt 300 years after 
Chriſt, except Origen, that can be 


pretended to countenance your ex- 


cluding the literal ſenſe? You have 


indeed heap'd together a number 


of quotations, chiefly out of the 


fathers, and writers of the fourth, 
fifth, and following centuries; but 
hay en 
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5 the argument 
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tages by the aſſiſtanee you have get from thoſe-v& 
nerable ſages. Be pleas d therefore to give us yo 
rexſons, Why you affirin that The goſpel acconnts of 
the miracles of Jeſus are to be underſtood parabo- 
lically. (i. 4.) My reaſon is, in one word, Becaiſt, if 

literally underflood, they are abſurd: and incredibie. 

(DJ) Nay then, Farewell Scripture ! for, the para- 
bolical ſenſe of it, which you argue for, cannot be 
ſettled ; and the literal ſenſe, you ſay is abſurd : and 


therefore, in no Tenſe, can it fignify aby thing to us. 
But, the bible having long been receiv d as a rule of 
our faith, and conſequently as an appeal to our rea- 
ſon; it behoves us to weigh the matter well, before 
we give it up: eſpecially as we ſhall be at a fad loſs 
to find any other ſyſtem of religion, ſo. well calcu- 
lated for the Fus us in poſſeſſion of preſent com- 
fort, or cſtabliſhing our hopes Of eternal happinels, 
I am therefore prepar d to hear what it is you ground 
theſe aſſertions upon: and, if I cannot account for 
all the abſurdities you allege againſt the literal ſenſe 
of the goſpel-hiſtory, according to the 9 591 
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many of the paſſapes, you quote, needs ſee are nothing to ybur pur- 
either 4 an. * poſe: And, as to Origen himſelf, 
ly ſuppoſe the literal truth of our + h he went further into the 
| ſavior's miracles; and others of allegorical "way than any other: 
them tell us, that-we muſt not reſt yet ſo far was he from mot belie- 
in the letter, but endeavor to find ving, and alle wing our favier's mi- 
out myſtical and ſpiritual mean - racles in the literul ſenſt that in 
ings. Nov, as ſuch quotations many — of his book again 
are far from denying the truth of Celſus (which-confifts, not of b. 
our ſavior's miracles according to pular diſcourſes, but of juſt and ſo- 
the letter; they can be no manner ber Teaſoninps) he directly argues 
of ſervice to your cauſe; and there- from them in defenee of chriſti- 
fore it is hard to fay for What end anity. Be Lond. pub. dev p. 27. 
you produce them, unleſs ĩt be to And this you will on ſeeabun- 
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amuſe” your engliſh readers with dantly made-but by Dr SMALL 


the appearance of a great variety BROKE, Bp of St Dav. 
of authorities, which you muſt TY 2 
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becauſe we cannot account for every unconcerning 
circumſtance of it # but, hecauſe I have always found 


terial circumſtances, which can be turn'd into excep- 


con- 


e 
the g 


ſwer every curious or captious en- 


: muſt we thereſote call in 
que 


we: have a ſufficient account: no 
the, fler circumſtances. of it; of 
ch we have no account. What 


* 


0 . 


- 0" on” 

„ Ge. And what does th con- 

dcern us? If it had been geedful for 

vs to know, God would have told 
us: and why ſhould we expect an 


WE upon unqueſtionable au- 
borit)? Tis the main fact only 
we are concerud · with; and of that 
„ not 


"wanton. curioſity, or bold pre- 


ſumption is it to ask Where was 
ted in Lazarus s departed ſpirit, while 
his body was in the 
What became of him, after he 


grave? 


e was rais'd from the dead? Why 
and obſcure a perſon 


uſeleſs gratification in a divine. re-; 
velation? How ſhould webe the 
better for it, if we were able to 


tell? What would. it contribute to 
the 
great end of it, the conviction and 


greatneſs of the miracle; ar the 
atis faction of our minds? Nr Han- 


nis, the reaſonab, of believ. in thr. 


aud the nreaſonnb.of infidel. p. os. 
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9 22.) Firſt; then, we will ſpeak to that miracle of 
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1 25.) Upon this I would ask you, in the 8 


Is it likely that ſheep and oxen were to be ſold in the 


temple ? (L) Yes, and great numbers too, on the 
occaſion of the paſſover. But they were, no doubt, 


in the outer court of the gentiles; whitherthepricſts 


| (for the better accommodation of the worſhippers, 
and the advantage they made of it) had the 
market (Hieroſol. Fomtobh. f. 61. 3.) Now, inaſmuch 


as the Unclean Jews, and Heathen Proſelytes of the |. 


gate, were permitted to worſhip God in the outer 
court; though it might not be contrary to the jew- 
ith polity, who deem'd that court prophane (Fo/eph. 
Bel. jud. vi. 13.) to bring into it ſuch merchandrze as 
was neceſſary for the ſacrifices, which were to be of- 
fer d in the temple; yet Chriſt, hereby, bore teſti- 


8 againſt their corruptions, who not only made 


it a houſe of merchandize (Job. ii. 16.) but, by their 
diſhoneſt gain, a den of thieves (Jer. vii. 11. Matt. 
Xxi. 13.) inſinuating alſo, that what may as well be 
done elſewhere, ought not to be done in the houſe of 


God, the place appointed immediatly for his wor- 


1 


(i. 22.) And, were ſuch numbers of trades- people, and 


* 
4 
4 


fo much to their prejudice, driven out by one man, and 


veral miracles, | you have | undertaken to expoſe 


Matt. xxi. 12. Mar. xi. 15. Luk. xix. 45. 158 ji. 13. 


ic. 


clearing the templ. 


— 


4 deſpis'd one too? (IL) Ves *. And it is very con- 


ceivable, even though it ſhould be ſuppos'd that he 
added no dignity to his looks: ſince the very ſcribes 
and high; prieſts were afraid of him; becauſe all the 

ople (who flock d after him in great multitudes) 
hung attentive on him, and were aſtoniſh'd at his doc- 


trine. Luk. xix. 48. Mar, ix. 18, 
(i. 24.) But was he not herein guilty ff 
here is no doubt but the chict- 
ders of the people, who demanded of him by what 
authority he preach d in the temple (Matt. xxi. 23.) 
would have call'd him to account for ſuch a violent 
procedure, ſo directly contrary to their worldly in- 
en ſenſible of their own guilt, 
and of his authority (as a Zelot) to inflict the pu- 
niſhment- without a ne Were it not ſo, 
they would not have needed to practiſe that ſcan- 
dalous ſhift of ſuborning witneſſes againſt him. 
ti. 23.) But why 7 zelous for the temple, which he 
,) Becauſe it was appointed by 
his father to be a houſe of prayer, for all nations 
(La. lvi. 7. Mar. xi. 17.) and it became him to fulfil 
all righteouſneſs, during his miniſtry ; till the mea- 
ſure of the iniquities of the Jews ould be full, by 
their crucifying the lord of g "<4 


No. 


tereſt; had they not 


oy © ( 


came to deſtr 


mM 0 


* 


4 riot? (L) 


rieſts and el- 


ory 6 F 605, (7 © 
2. Caſting 


— 


came arm'd to apprehend him; 
ground, only on his asking them, 


ing them: I am he. Foh. xvili. 4. 
Mr. ATK1wsow, vindic. of the lit. ſen. 
three of chr. mir. p. 54. And I can 
tell him of one, much inferior to 


* Lethitmoreineredible than that | 
a band of ſoldiers and officers, who 


ſhould go back, and fall to the 
Whom ſeek ye? and his anſwer- 


W CO” 5 7 —— 
* 


our Savior, who us'd an authority 
much like this (Neh. ch. xii.) and 


his conduct, I hope, I may be al. 


low'd to take in the literal tenſe, till 


our author has oblig'd the world 


with his allegories upon it; having 


no talent my felt at ſuch a curious 


and delicate way of thinking. Mr. 
Rax, our ſav. mir. vindic. ag. Mr. 


Woolſton's firſt diſc. p. 27. 
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10 caſting out devils 


| Matt. viii. 28. Mar. v. I. Luk. viii. 26. (i. 32.) How 


came theſe Madmen to live in the burying ground ? 


Why were they not confin'd within doors, both in pity 
to them, and for the ſafety of others * (L) They 


were kept bound with chains and fetters (Luk. viii. 


29.) but they broke them often: nor could any bo- 
dy tame them. And, fo, they were driven by the | 


devil (tor a greater torment to them, and terror to | 


paſſengers) into the wilderneſs (Luk. viii. 29.) and 
were, night and day, in the mountains, and tombs. | 


0.2% But they might have diþateb'd them. (L) 


True: but they had no authority ſo to do. 
ti. 33.) Ts #t likely there ſbould be a herd of ſwine 


in that country, when the Fews were forbid to eat 


ſwine's fleſh, and even to keep them? (L) The Ga- 
darens were Gentiles. Gadara, according to Je- 


pbus bell. ju. iv. 24.) was the metropolis of Y. 


'raea, or the region beyond Jordan. Both he and 
Pliny (v. Io. 18.) make it a Decapolitan city, and ſo 


of heathen juriſdiction. Whence perhaps it was de- 


J 
ſtroyed by the Jews; but was rebuilt by Pompey, in 
favor of ee Gadarenfis, his manumitted ler- 
vant. / Joſeph. bell. gud. i. 5. „ 


(i. 33.) But why ſhould Chriſt ſuffer the devils to 20 


into the ſwine? (L) What reaſons We oma e have 
we cannot preciſely ſay : but have reaſon, 


rom the 
whole account of his life, to believe that he had good | 


ones. eſpecially as we may conceive that it anſwer d 
ſeveral valuable ends: Le as it was an ar- 
gument, againſt the Sa 


ducees, that there were ſpi- 
Tits; and a puniſhment on the Gentiles, for making 


a jeſt of the Jews, as guilty of a ridiculous ſuper- 
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the EY ansfig uration | 0. | 


ſtition in forbearing to eat ſwine's fleſh ; and conſe” 
quently caſting contempt on a divine inftitution, 
which they knew the Jews alleg'd in behalf of their 

conduct in this affair. FEE 0: 85 

(.. 34.) But where was the x of it ® (Y) If 


© Chrift be the heir of all things, he did the owners no 
= wrong. Beſides, their deſiring him to de 


t out of 
their country (Mar. v. 17.) after ſo ſignal a ſervice, 
was a ftrong preſumption that they had a greater con- 
cern for their ſwine than for their ſouls ; and, conſe- 
quently, that they deſerv'd this ſtroke. at leaſt, their 
being taken with great fear, on this occaſion / Luk. 
vüi. 37.) was a good argument that they were con- 
vinc'd that he was a divine perſon, and could go on 
3 them farther by bigger eee r  Other- 
wie they would not have pray'd him to depart; but 
would have brought him before the magiſtrate, or 
eee nmnS ̃ ͤũ .l.!.· EE 
+ (1. 34.) But we are told that all his miracles were 
beneficial to mankind : now W here was the beneficence 
of this? I.) The miracle conſiſted in the dif- 
ſſeſſion, which was a public benefit. As to the 
25 of their ſwine (the permiſſion whereof was not 
without good reaſon, as I have afore obſervd) The 


„ 
7 


more they valued them, the greater was their engage 
| ment (conſidering the yiruleney of the devils, when 


unreſtrain d) to accept the mercy they might have 
obtain'd by the coming of Chriſt among them, even 
the ſaving of their ſouls : which, ſurely, was of more 
2 to them than the ſaving of ſo many 
wine. i e 


3. Chrift's Transfiguration on the Mount, : 
-- Matt, xvii. 1. Mar. ix. 2. Luk. ix. 27. (i. 43.) Pray 


what was the reaſon and uf of this miracle? (L 
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12 the transfiguration 


ſent occaſion, and what Chrift had afore been pre- 
paring his apoſtles for: to wit Luk. ix. 31.) his 
death and aſcenſion, which he was ſhortly to accom- 


„r 


To give thoſe of his diſciples, whom he took with 


him, further aſſurances of his divinity, and a faint 


repreſentation of his future glory ; tor the confirm- 
ing of their faith, and as an earneſt of the great 


things he had given them expectations of: to wit, 


his riſing again the third day (Matt. xvi. 21.) and 
rewarding them, when he ſhould come in the glory 
of his father (ver. 27). And this was the more ſea- 
ſonable ; becauſe he had, a little afore, begun to open 


to them the ſhocking news of | his being kill'd * 
; (ver. 21.) \ LS I 1 


44.) But what did Moſes and Elias there > | 
They talk'd of what was ſuitable to the pre- 


( ; 


pliſh at Feruſalem. 


(i. 45.) But why could not this have heen done in the 
valley, and in the preſence of the multitude © LY It 
might, no doubt: but it was his cuſtem to retire to a 
mountain to pray { Mar. vi. 46.) and he had a mind 
to be private / Matt. xvii. I.) becauſe what was then 
to be tranſacted, was then deſign'd only for the three 


"4 


he took with him. And therefore (ver. 9.) as they 


came down from the mount, he charg'd them to tell 
no body what they had ſeen, till he ſhould be riſen i 
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5 t muſt have a good tendency 
to fortify them againſt that approa- 


ching hour of darkneſs and horror, 
that was.to be ſpent in_ the moſt 
bitter agGnies ; at which they alone 
were preſent with him in the gar- 


den: and alſo the better to prepare 


them to bear that great weight of 


ſervice and ſufferings; which, as 
his extraordinary miniſters, they 


were to undergo. It muſt be a 
ſtrong confirmation of their regard 
to their bleſſed lord; and a great 


_ encouragement. to faithtulneſs, un- 


der their ſharpeſt trials; to ſee him 
array'd in this divine ſplendor; and 
thus viſibly, thus triumphantly,au- 


thoriz d and approv'd by the father. } 


Mr Rav, our ſav. imirac. vindic. &. 
PAD... Op 


from the dead. when, the event, anſwering to the 


for with reſpect to them. 


Pa. = * 2 RTF 7 


„Matt. ix. 20. Mar, v. 25. Luk. viii. 43. (ii. 10. 
Pray what Was this great diſeaſe ? | L A bloody | 


2 Ci. 10. Perhaps à little bleeding PR the noſe, or | 


had been upon her 12 years; and ſhe had ſuffer d 
much from many phyſicians, upon whom ſhe had 
ſpent all ſhe had, and was never the better, but 
rather grew worſe ¶ Mar. v. 26.) You muſt acknow- 
ledge that the ftopping the flux, ſo that ſhe felt in 


mearis; was a work that ought not to be banter'd as 
CCC 5 e 


have been kept open; the woman might be more nice 


_ the iſſue of blood 3 


OY 2 


repreſentation, would give credit to their report 
(which, before, might have look'd like a juggle or 
confederacy) and ſerve, with reſpect to others, ſome 
of the ſame valuable purpoſes, it was then deſign'd 


4. Healing a woman diſeaſed with an iſſue of blood. ; | 


flux. 


— {L) You need not go on. I'll ſuppoſe it 


as inſignificant as you pleaſe : but, inaſmuch as it 


her body that ſhe was heal'd of the ail; and that too 
immediately upon the ſpot, and without any viſible 


(ii. 12.) But perhaps the hemorrhage had better 


than wiſe: and the flopping it might haſten her N | 
death; for ſbe died ſome time after =—=== Fy! ty! —_— 


Mr. Woolfton, Let us not trifle away our time at 
this rate. You cannot but think that ſuch ſuppo- 
ſitions as theſe are unworthy of you to propoſe, or 
me to anſwer; even the weakeſt chriſtian, in his right 
mind, cannot but be. ſenſible of the abſurdity of 
them. VVV 
Fi. 14.) Wall! but, after all, it was not Jeſus 
that cur'd this woman © it was the ſtrength of her 
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might be the fancy of the woman, or the device f the 
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14 the ſpirit of infirmity 


hath. 


own imagination. L/ It was owing to her faith 


indeed { Mar. v. 34.) which you are pleas d to call 
force of imagination; but not without virtue pro- 
ceeding from him ver. 30. nor without — 
miracles, to give her ſo powerful a conceit. 


5. Healing a Woman that had a Spirit of In» 
* firmy. 7 


+ Lak XuL 10. ( il. 27. P] And what was this ſpirit 
of infirmity, pray © What was the matter with this 
woman whom ſatan had bound? JL) By the ac» 


count, it ſeems to have been an Emproſthotonos, or 
Tonic-convulſion: by which ſhe was bow'd toge- 


ther; and Satan ſtruck- in with the indiſpoſition, and 
aggravated the ſymptoms, ſo that her caſe was de- 


EE RR... oo ranrm nr : 
(it. 28.) Take but the devil out of the flory (which 


miracle-worker } and what will you make of it then? 
{L) A miracle. Had there been no infirmity in the 
caſe; ſuch a poſture for 18 years would have con- 
tracted all the veſſels beyond the power of art to 
reſtore; and yet Jeſus did it with a word, and a 


touch, in a moment (ver. 12, 13.) 


6. Telling the woman of Samaria her fortuue. ; . 


1 John iv. 5, (ii. 54.) And where's the wonder of 


this © Was it not poſſible enough for Jeſus to get in- 


timation about the woman, before he attempted to tell 
her her fortune? JL) No. He was travelling 


from Judea to Galilee, through Samaria; and, co- 


ming near Sychar, he ſate him down by a well; whi- 
ther the woman came, when his diſciples were gone 


mo 


Kia i 


— — 


the ſamaritan woman 15 


into the town to buy viduals. So that it was im- 
poſſible to get any intelligence about her. 


. (it. 54.) But he might /ift it out of her. L By 


the account we haye of it, it's plain he attempted no 


ſuch thing. 


(ii, 54.) Not Dont be draw the woman in, by a 


wile, in bidding ber to call ber busband® {L) By 


no meuns. That, as appears by the ſequel, was on- 
ly to introduce a E n might con- 
vince her that he was a prophet (ver. 19.) and, con- 
ſequently, according to the expectation of the Sa- 
maritans (ver. 25.) the Meſſiah (ver. 26. 
(ii. 5 3.) And fo, I warrant, the men of the city 
700 were drawn into the ſame belief by this graceleſs 
whore? L/ Some indeed, being full of the e- 
1 of the meſſiah about that time, and as a 


field now white for the harveſt (ver. 35.) or well 


diſpos'd to receive his inſtructions ; believ'd in him 
for what the woman ſaid, who declard that © He 
told her all that ever ſhe did. (ver. 29.) But many 


more beliey'd becauſe of his own words“. (ver. 


(ü, 53.) And what was it they could hear but their 


fortanes, as the woman had before? (L) And that, 
from a ftranger juſt come into their count 
enough to aſſure them that he knew things beyond 
the reach of human power; and, conſequently, that 

he muſt be a prophet ſent of god. 


„ was 


(ii. 53.) Nay, His abilities at all fair queſtions iu 
the magic art I don't queſtion (L/ If your mean- 
ing be, That he dealt with the devil; cn have your 
anſwer in what he ſaid to the Phariſces, that were 
guilty of the ſin againſt the holy ghoſt; when all 
the people, on the account of his miracles, were a- 
maz d, and ſaid: “ Is not this the fon of David ? 
Man. xii. 23.) 12 5 3 
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ſible plant. 


* 


eg the ret 
(ii. 61.) Be that as it will : but What in the name 


| of wonder, could be the meaning, that his diſciples, 


when they came, marvel'd that he talk'd with the 
woman g Did they marvel at his converſing with a 
whore, for fear of his being tempted by her © or 


JI Stop, for ſhame; Ill tell you the reaſon: Be- 
cauſe they knew it was contrary both to his own 


cuſtom, and that of the Samaritans : He commonly 
talk'd to multitudes, and They ſuperſtitiouſly a- 


' voided a Few, (ver. 9.) 


71. Curſing the Fig-tree.. 


Matt, xxi. 17. Mar. xi. 12. (iii. 4.) Well, What do 
you ſay to this miracle © L/ J underſtand it lite- 


rally; though I am led, by ſcripture hints, to ſup- 
poſe that it was done with a deſign to direct our 
OUR ANT. ß bo 
(. (iii. 4.) So. then, I find, I have made à convert of 


gou to paraboliſin and myſtery. (L) No, Sir, I was 
always a Litero-Paraboliſt in this affair of Chriſt's 


_ miracles: and, herein, I have the advantage of both 
ſides. For, by their performance, I am aſſur d of 
his power; and, by their nature, of his wiſdom. 
All are emblematical of his beneficence to the mi- 
ſerable: this, only, of his ſeverity to the unfruitful, 
after much watering, and long  forbearance; and 


therefore, agreeably to his wonted goodneſs, was 
erform'd, not upon a rational being, but an inſen- 
(ili. .) Mell, bowever you underſtand it literally, 
you ſay? (L) I do ſo. And, when I have done 


| Juſtice to the text, by a right tranſlation, and a fair 


account of it; I ſhall have done enough, I be 
to ſatisfy any body but your ſelf about it. March 
© the eleventh, in the morning; as Chriſt, and his 


« diſciples, | 


S At: 
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« diſciples, were coming from Bethany to Jeru- 
cc fre he was hungry: and | therefore | ſeeing 


——— 
on 


&« [but | one fig-tree, by the way, at a diſtance, that 
% had feaves; he went to it (for it was not the time 
© of other figs) if haply he might find any thing 
« thereon; And, when he came tv it, he found no- 
thing but leaves. And, hereupon, he ſaid : Let 
no one eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever. And; 
the next morning, as they paſs'd-by, they ſaw the 
“ fig-tree wither'd from the root. And Peter, cal- 
« ling to remembrance | the words of Chriſt | ſaid to 
«* him: Maſter, behold the fig-tree, which thou 
curſedſt, is wither'd away. And, hereupon, Je- 
« ſus ſays to them: Have faith in god, S co. 
(ili. 27.) And what of all this? notwithſtanding 
the liberty you have taken to tranſpoſe a ſentence (which 
J am aware of; and you. perhaps may be able to vin- 
dicate) I cannot ſee but that it is a ridiculous ſort of 
a ſtory. Teſus was hungry, you ſay a worthy cir- 
eumftance in the hiftory of a Saint! (L) How ͤ can 
you make ſuch a reflexion, when Ip know it had 
not been mention'd, but to introduce ſomething of 
conſequence ? Eq | 


' XJ ho 5» 55 Www Ws 


F, 1110S 


1 (iii. 4.) One would have expected he fbould have had 
1 the prudence to have made proviſion againſt he was 

d bungry. (I) As it was not above two miles to Je- 

s raſalem from Bethany, where he lay all night; it 
Was impoſſible he ſhould be ſo hungry, but that he 
could have held out to Jeruſalem. Only, not has 
| ving breakfaſted; before he came out, as is probabley _ 
22 he took this occaſion, according to his cuſtom, to do 

ir . oo that might make a ſenſible impreſſion on his 

"4 P 1 

2 (l 6.) Or, Why could not he have created viduals 

15 for himſelf and company, who multiplied a few loaves 


for bis thouſands in the - ken ? (L) You might 
. 2 as 


its name 


18 curſing the fig-tree- | 
as well ask, Why didn't he do fo every meal he ate. 
You ſeem to * that it behov d him to do every 
G N l. Fond | 3 
(ili. 8.) Not fo, neither. But it behov'd: him now; 
rather than rob his neighbor. (IL) He no more 
robb' d, in doing this; than did his diſciples, who 
pluck'd ears of corn as they walk d through the 

fnelds (Matt. xii. 1.) or than you or I; ſhould we 
gather a few crabs, or ſloes, in a hedge, as we tra- 
vel'd along the road. For the Fig-trees grew, as 
common, in that country; as any fort of Fruit 


trees in ours: and this is ſaid to have been by the 


way (ide; (Marr. Ku 19 /%ʃ0⅛ͤ [ whim 
(iii. 9.) So I ſuppoſe you'll be ready to ſay, There 
was no great harm in deftroying the tree © (ID) Cer- 
tainly: conſidering that, in all probability, it grew 
on the waſte; and that thoſe parts. were remarkable 
for great 2 of fig trees; ſo that Bethphage took 
(. ii. 5.) However you cannot deny but it was very 

fooliſh to expect figs, when it was nat | fig-time * and a 
{irn of a bitter paſſionate ſpirit, to curſe. the. fig-tree 
for the diſappointment. (L) J am not oblig'd:to an- 
fwer for the obſcurity of our tranſlation, ariſing 


from the tranſpoſition of a few. words: but, if you 
do not know it, I can aſſure you the original and 


context require it ſhould be read, as I ſaid afore, 
thus: Steing but one fig: tree by the way that had 
« leaves, he went to it: for it was not the time of 
other figs”. So that, you ſee, he was ſo far from 
acting fooliſhly; that he went to the only tree where 
it was reaſonable to expect ſigs. This tree was of 
the ever- green kind, mention d by Pliny (iii. 8.) 
and Theophraſtus (hift. plant. iv. 2) which hore the 
fruit of the former year all winter. and That was 
then fit to eat, when the ordinary trees were hardly 
28 | beginning 
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1 1 5 
beginn ing to Put forth leaves (Matt. xxiv. 32. Mar. 
iii. 28.) at leaſt five months before their fruit would 
be ripe, (Bab. peſachin, fol. 52, 2. Hier, Sheviith, 
„ ol. 35,4): Nay ſome of thoſe ever-greens bore their 

© fruit to the third year, cre they ripen'd (Gemar. 
oO 8 Hiro & Glo. ad Sheviith, c. 5. h. 1.) wonderfully 
e 8 anſwering in the parable of the fig-tree (Luk, xiii. 
e 6.) to the three years the lord of the vineyard came 
- WF ſecking fruit on it, and finding none: which was al- 
18 — much about the time 2 _ had now exercisd 
t- 1s public miniſtry, and preach'd among the Jews, 
e 50 hat by a n of this matter, 1 5 ap- 
pears an admirable harmony in the ſeyeral repreſen» 
ve I tations-of the Evangeliſts; and a rational ground 
for a parabolical interpretation. And that you know 
w 8 icts ah to-rights, — — any more todo. 
le (iii. 5.) Bim, all this time, this dou't anſwer for thb 
k Pailion, he was guilty of, upou the diſappointment, 


which was next to none; as he could not but be near 
the city, where he might ſoon have refreſſi d hims 
felf: but for an uſeful denunciation againſt the un- 


interpretation, and the uſe Chriſt himſelf made of it; 


3 you. will find, if you. read=on a little, that your 
| charge is groundleſs. For, when Peter obſerv'd to 


ther d:; he anſwer'd and faid to him (with the reſt of 


the mimitry of the goſpel) . Learn henee to have 
s faith in god (ver. 22.) ſo as moſt firmly to rely 
on him for power to enable you to do whatever ſhall 
be neceſſary for his glory; and the propagating the 
goſpel. So that, without flying to allegory, (for 
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(Y) Yes, ſure, in the parabolical view. For the 
curſe was not on account of the diſappointment, 
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fruitful Jews. However, according to the literal 
his maſter, that the fig=tree which he curſed was wi⸗ 


his diſciples, who were ſhortly to be his ſucceſſors in 


which however we have, in this caſe, good autherity 
_ P 2 os trom 


20 the infirm man at the pool 


from the evangeliſts) here is a valuable reaſon for the 
extraordinary conduct of Chriſt in curſing the barren 
fi tree. " LS > ; ** 10 *A\ M7 1 ; 
L : iii. 14.) After all, it may be queftion'd whether 
there was not more craft than power in this matter. 
Matthew indeed ſays it wither'd preſently but Mark 
.only tales notice, that, next morning, as the diſciples 
pa d- by, they ſaw it drydtup from the root. Might 
He not, in the mean time, have laid his carpenter's ax 
to the root of it? (IL) And what end of an impoſ- 
tor, I beſeech you, would this have anſwer'd; if it 
Could be ſuppos'd that he could have given his diſ- 

ciples. the ip: for that purpoſe. The people had 
then no concern in it; and his diſciples were abun- 
dantly ſatisfied about it. cet hob 


b. Curing an Inßrm may at the Pool of Betheſda, 


\ 
! +3 


Joh. v. I. (iii. 38.) Before we come to the cure, I 
would fain be ſatisfied about this odd ſtory of the 
pool. If there had been any truth in it, I can't but 
thin that ſome of the jewiſh writers would have ta- 

ken notice of ſo remarkable a thing. But I don't find 


they have; or our modern commentators would have ro- 
fer'd to them. (L) Why Dr Lightfoot. and Dr Whit- 7 
by refer you to Joſepbus (bell. v. 13. antig. i. 7. xviii. | 


3.) And if other jewiſh writers are filent about its 
virtue; it is no wonder, becauſe of its reference to 
(/) Hu? (L) This pool of Betheſda or Si- 
loan (Neb. iii. 15.) which is by interpretation («== 
aauures) Sent (Joh. ix. 7.) ( himſelf made a type 


of the kingdom of David (Iſa. viii. 6.) and the Jews 
(from Ja. xii. 3.) of the kingdom of Chriſt gy 
the Sent (Heb. iti. x,) of God (Fob. iii. 17, v. * 


. 
o 
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— — 
No wonder therefore, if, about that time, when the 
fountain of Chriſt's blood was to be open'd ſor ſin 
and for uncleaneſs (Zach. xiii. 1.) no wonder, I ſay, 
r © if God gave this healing virtue to the pool, fo eſ- 
* teem'd of the Jews; to prepare them for the co- 
Kk ming of the meſſiah, who was ſent unto them (Lig hi- 
Pot harm. 251.) or that the virtue of it ceas d; when 
t I they, perſevering in their infidelity, rejected him. 
5 7 
1 

it 


( Tertullian. adv. jud. 13. Mr. 
(iii. 40.) But what was it the angel eame down' in- 
to the pool for © (I) To impart the healing quality. 


— (iii. 40.) So it deriv'd its virtue from the corporal 
d preſence of the angel. (L) Sure you do not mean to 


banter the divine conduct herein. You cannot but 
| know, from the whole tenor of ſcripture, that the 
adminiſtration of things here below is committed to, 
and perform'd by angels. And, agreeably thercto, 

though there might be no appearance of an angel in 
this caſe; yet was it rational to ſuppoſe that the 
commotion of the water, which could not be ac- 
counted- for from any natural perceptible means, was 
effected by the interpoſition of one of thoſe mini- 
ers of the almighty. FE 1 


((i. 41.) But, pray, how often did the angel vouch 
=, i fafe his preſence? (I.) As it pleas'd God, Such 
t- ÞX favors were worth watching, and waiting- for. 


(iii. 43.) But the manner of obtaining the favor 
. was a little odd. Catch as catch could; like boys in 
a ſcramble, or a kennel of hounds at a bone? (IL) 
Such favors were worth ſtriving for. N 


„(ul. 44.) Vbat? at the hazard of life, and limbs? 
() Leſſer favors, we ſee, are ſought-tor, cvery day, 
pe with much greater danger. 9 


(iii. 42.) But one would. have expefed that provi- 
dence would have taken better care about. the diſpoſai 


of the favor, according to people's neceſſities, * de- 
n FF = ſerts. 
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forts, (1) Why, more, in beſtowing thiaz ; chew in 
giving riches, honors, and ſuch other bleſſings, as 
we think worth the ſeeking? s? 

(iii. 42.) Or that the magiſtrate world have put the 
thing under ſome regulation, (IL) So it is 1 they 


did. There were built, about the man's hes 
the 


1 2.) rooms, as we may ſuppoſe, lips at 
Bath; for the more convenient t going down into the 
water. 


(iii. 45.) But, pray, who wero-dbe perſons die, 


ſorted to this pool O (TD) are e that had infirmi- 
ties, particularly. the blind, dane, the wither'd . 


5 
- (tit, 40 Unbappily * for the credit uf the 
ftory 7 as they were the leaft able to get into the pool, 


(I) But it ſeems, by ſome means or other, they had 
a chance for it; enough to engage them to wait 
there. Indeed the caſe of the impotent man, whom 
_ Chriſt cur'd, ſeems to have been peculiarly deplo- 
rable; which well accounts for his ing ſingled- out, 


as the object of his compaſſion. For, when Chriſt 
ask d him whether he would be heal'd ; he anſwer'd, 
very pitifully, “ Sir, I have no one, "when the was 


« ter is mov d, to put me into the pool” (ver. 7.) here 
verty, he 
could not hire one; and therefore waited the longer, 
in hopes that ſome body. or other might take 115 
on him, and help him; You'll be apt to ſay, He 
was a fool for his pains : but the eve prov'd the 
contrary. For, his faith and patience were his ſup- 


by inſinuating, that, by reaſon of his 


port, till a happy cure crown'd his poor endeavors. 


(tit. 53.) But one man cur'd, out of a multitude 
This ſure makes bis mercy indefen ſible. (L) That is; 
think 6 no merey; ; becauſe he had not as hens as you 
© - . | 


| (ii. 33. 4 
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(üi. 53.) At leaſt it renders his prwer of healing 
diſputable. (L) That is as much as to ſay, He did 
heal: therefore it's a queſtion whether he had the 
power of healing. 5 3 

(üi. 53.) Aud ſo it is. For, let me tell you, after 
all, Here was no miracle. (L) How? was it no mi- 
racle for a man, that had been impotent 38 years, 
and had long waited at the pool, without being able 


to ſtep-in; by a word ſpeaking, to be enabled to 
riſe, to take > oP his couch, and walk (ver. 5, 6, 8.) 
| (iii. 54.) Were you not prejudic d; it would be eaſy 


= 


it might be obſerv'd that the infirmity was weating= 
Yz or that the man was a diſſembler, or hippiſh, aud © 
might be. ſbam d out f his diſeaſe, or perſuaded into a 
belief. of: his cure. (L) After eight and thirty years 
illneſs ! man! why, that's a bigger miracle. 
(iii. 35.) I tell you again, The man's infirmity was 
more lazineſs than lameneſs. And Jeſus only ſbam'd 
him out. of his pretended illneſs, by bidding him to take 
up bis en aud wall,; and not lie, like a lazy 
lubbard, among the diſtas d, who were really objects of 
pity or, if he was not a diſſembler, he was only fan- 
cifully fick; and Feſus, by ſome proper talk, touch'd 
is heart to his relief; and ſo, by the help of his own 
imagination, he was cur d, and went his way. And 
this is the worſt that can be made of the man's caſe, 
aud the beft that can be. ſaid of Chriſt's power in the 
curiug of bim. (L) Well, Sir, you ſhall have the 
laſt word. 0 tO 5 


to ſuppoſe that this oue man ian upon, becauſe 


e 


„. Giving br to Man that. was born Blum. 


ou Joh. ix. I. (iv. 6.) And where was the miracle of 

| this © He prepar'd an ointment, aud order d a Waſh 
for him, (L) Or, as the cvangelift expreſſes 10 be 
oP | Patc 


24 giving Hebt to the blind 
ſpate on the ground ; made clay of the ſpittle ; 
and, having anvinted his eyes with it, bid him go 
waſh in the pool of Se 5 which, accordingly, he 
did; and rcturn'd ſecing (ver. 6,7). And can you 


* 


x 


8 


ſay this was a means — W. 8 4 
(iv. 11.) Tes  likelier to put out a man's eyes, than 
to reſtore his ſight ® (L) Why then it was a cure 
without means; and, conſequently, a miracle. 
(iv. 10.) But, it may be, he had in his month @ 
proper unctuous ſubſtance; which he diſſolv' d in his 
ſpittle, and ſh wrought the cure. (L) As miraculous 
{ill : unleſs you can tell us what that might be; or 
make it probable, that any ar obſtructed with 
dirt and ſpittle, ſhould have ſo ſpeedy an effect on 
the eyes of a man that was born blind. Nay, ab 
lowing your extravagant ſuppoſition, and that his 
eyes were open d by the application; it was a mira- 
cle that he could bear the ligt. 
(iv. 15.) But, if this application was of no ſervice 
to the cure; was he not a vain and trifling operator, 
to make wſe of an inſignificant mediciu, to the dimi- 
uuntion of his divine power © What end in the world 
could it anſwer £ ] have perus d ſome of our commen- 
tators on the place, and doit perceive that they he- 
fitate at this ſtrange eye-ſalve ; or make any queſtion 
about the pertinent, or impertinent uſe of it. (L) 
Now, What need you prevaricate at this rate? 
When you think it for your purpoſe you quote 
Dr Whitby In this caſe, you are/ pleasd to over- 
look him; though he expreſly takes notice of it 
from Dr Lightfoor, Know, therefore, that the uſe 
of the clay, was for an illuſtration of his power ; of 
the ſpittle, for the inſtruction of his diſciples 3 and 
his ndidg the man to the pool, was a trial of his 
faith. Sometimes he cur'd with a word; ſometimes 
with a touch; ſometimes, as in this cale, by ſueh 
L E 285 things 
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things as were partly inſignificant, and partly per- 


nicious; to-aſtoniſh the more, and to prevent ſuch 


, 


cavils as might have been rais d, if he had always 


wrought in the ſame manner. 


But how was this an inſtruction to his diſ- 
ciples? (L) Why, by the canons of the Jews. (J. 
Maimonid:, Lightf. &c.) it was not lawful to anoint 
the eyes with ſpittle on the ſabbath-day. This he 


did therefore, to guard his diſciples againſt the 
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e doctrin of the phariſees, That it was not 
A 


wful to do good, or perform works of mercy, on 
that day. And this was the more neceſſary ; be- 
cauſe he foreſaw what dangers this ſuperſtition 
might bring 2 the believing Jews, who were ze. 
lous for the obſervance of the law (Act. xxi. 20.) 
when the days of vengeance ſhould come upon that 


nation. Whence he exhorted them to pray That 


their flight might not be on the ſabbath-day. (Mat: 


xxiv. 20.) 


i 2 


to. Turning Water to Wine: 


Pape 1. (iv. 4.) What ? Chrift at 4 wedding ? 


(L) Ts that a wonder: when it was his character that 
he came eating and drinking ( Matt. Xt. 19. like 


% 


other Fate far from prohibiting the common. 
0 


freedom of converſation. 


4 


(iv. 6.) And, countenancing ſuch levities and ex. 


ceſſes, as were indulg d-to on ſuch occaſions; if not 
himſelf guilty! -(L) It had been much fairer to ſup- 


poſe that his preſence; was rather a reſtraint; For, 


even where he exhorts his diſciples not to overwhelm 


themſelves with the cares of this life, he alſo char- 

es them (Luk. xxi. 34.) to take heed to theniſelves 

| at w2l time their hearts ſhould be over-charg'd 
eit 


e 5 
with fur 
. te 


ing, and drpakennes, And, agreeable | 
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26 turning water to wine 


to this doctrin, was his conduct. It is true his 
goodneſs to the world, in not obliging them to au- 
ſterities, was ill rewarded by thoſe ; who (for his 
condeſcenſion to ſave ſuch as they thought themſelves 
too good to touch, much more to converſe-with) 
had the heart to call him a glutton, à wine-bibber, 
and a friend of publicans and ſinners. But, in an- 
ſwer to the outrage, it need only be obſery'd, that 
thoſe fame wretches alſo gave-out that Jobn the 
_ Baptiſt, who came neither eating nor drinking, had 
SP . 2 7:2, 
(iv. 25.) But we do not read of ſo much as one ſeas 
ſonable good word, ſpoke by him, on this occaſion. (L) 
But we have the greateſt reaſon in the world to ſup- 
poſe it; ſince, by his whole conduct, it appears to 
have been his ordinary e. 
(iv. 36.) Above two tuns of wine, after they had 
drunk liberally .” does it not look like entouraging in- 
temperance ® (L) No more, than God's giving us 
_ richly all things to enjoy. Chriſt's preſence was a 
ſufficient check; and tha great quantity, a generous 
proviſion for the family !. 1 "TE 


«. % 


u. 24.) Tobe plain with yon, They were "all drunk. 
' (Ly How does that appear 
(iv. 31.) Ey the expreſſion pe3v&55r (DL) You are 
miſtaken. & e dude ſignifies After they have well 
drank”; as our tranſlation has it, and as Dr Whitby 
has prov'd by ſeveral inſtances out of the ſeptuagint. 
Befides, Thoſe words of the govetnor, though we 

| ſhould intetpret them to your mind“ Eyery body, 
«ata feaſt, firſt ſerying the beſt wine; and, when 
« the company is drunk, the worſe Tort” theſe 
words, I fay, even fo interpreted, do net neteſ- 
farily Gghify that the gueſts there had ſo drank; 
but only that the bridegroom had kept his beſt 
wine till laſt, contrary to the commen euſtom at 

Ae. OM 9 ; feaſts : 
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feaſts; which was to bring the beſt firſt ; and, when 
the people were leſs able to know good wine, the 


(iv. 37.) Well, if Jeſus and bis mother were ſober, 


ſuppoſe the company was drunk aud that was a 
fair opportunity for him to put @ trick upon them. A 


Hittle ſpinitous liquor, in a good deal of water, would 


eli pes with them in that condition. (L) Sir you | 


aught not to inſiſt upon conſequences of a ſuppe- 
fition, after it has been prov'd a miſtake. But to 


draw ahſurd conſequences from ſuch a ſuppoſition is ; 
eee 
Able 


le, allowing he were ſo abandon'd, to convey any 


ſpiritous liquor into the water, without the privity 
of che ſervants ; eſpecially as it does not appear that 
t 


the ſtir d from his ſeat, but only order'd the pots to 


he fill d with water; and that what. they drew out of 


them ſhould be carried to the governor of the feaſt: 
who, without doubt, was likelieſt to be ſober; and 


whale witneſs we have of the goodneſs of the wine; 


upon which he makes a compliment to the bride- 


groom, That he had kept the beſt till laſt. But I 


muſt needs ſay, You have an admirable talent at ſup- 


Poſition, In this very caſe, firſt you ſuppoſe Chritt 
was drunk (p. 3 I.) to expoſe him Gs a Sot; and then 
Nou ſuppoſe him ſober (p. 35.) to qualify him for a 


A TE 1 
(iv. 40.) But, pray, let me ask you one queſtion. Had 


he not better to ave created ſo many pots full of cuiue? 
| then, the miracle had been unexeeptionable. (L) And 
ſo it is in the manner it was manag d: and therefore, 
ſince it anſwer d the great end of a miracle, the 


magnifying (his glory, and confirming the faith of 
his diſciples (ver. II.) it is impertinent to ask, Why 
didnt he do it this way, or that way. | 
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(iv. 32.) © Woman, What have I to do with thee"? 
Was net ſuch @ ſnapbiſb anſwer to his mother, a r 
of a bad temper, or the effect drinting? (I) It 
was neceſſary to apprize her of his father's com- 
miſſion, which ſuperſeded her authority : and there- 
fore, ignifying t t he was not to be inflaenc'd by 
worldly. conſiderations, he drop'd the title of mo- 
ther which he elſewhere (Matt. xii. 49.) beſtows on | 
every true diſciple; and, very pertinently to his 
great deſign, ſays (ver. 4.) “ Woman what have I 
to do with thee? is not my hour yet come“? i. e. 
Don't you perceive, by my gathering 1 top. and 
acting as one ſent of god; that it is high time 1 
ſhould be exempt from your authority in ſuch mat- 
ters as theſe. Now, notwithſtanding this anſwer, 
vhich you are pleag'd to miſrepreſent as waſpiſh and 
ilnatur'd; it appears, by the context, that he ſpoke 
itin a very $ -natur'd manner, and that his mo- 
ther took it fo. For, expecting that he would do 
ſomething on this occaſion, lic ſaid to the ſervants 
(ver. 5.) © Whatſoever he fays to you, do it. And, 
accordingly,we find that(when he had thus ſignified, 
that, what he was about to do, was not out of a 
fond regard to her; but in ſubſervience to the com- 
miſſion he had from his father) he manifeſted his 
glory; wrought the miracle; and confirm'd the faith 
of the diſciples, that ſaw it. (ver. 11) 


{ wer! 1 - ia an Adio. 


I1. Healing a Paralytic let down at the Roof, &c. 


Matt. ix. I. Mar. ii. 1. Luk. v. 17. (iv. 53.) Is it 
* Jikely there ſbould be ſuch à crowd about the houſs at 
Capernaum, in bis own country? (L) Very likely. 
For he had taught in the ſynagogue, as one havin 
authority immediately from god (Mar. i. 21.) 10 
that the people were aſtoniſh d at his doctrin oy 
* . | on. | 22. i | 
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22.) as well as miracles, which he had wrought in 
abundance; having cur'd many that were ill of divers 
diſcaſes, and caſt out many devils. (ver, 34.) | 

(iv. 54.) But, why in Ales a hurry to get at him? 
\(L) He had been preaching in the ſynagogues 
throughout all Galilee (Mar. i. 39.) and they Fa not 
know how ſoon he might be gone again. For, his 
fame being blaz'd abroad, ſo that he could not open- 
ly enter into a city by reaſon of the great multi- 
tudes, that flock'd after him; he was forc'd to be 
much in ſolitary places (i. 45.). So, it is not at all 
to be wonder d at; if; when it was nois'd abroad 
that he was come to town (ii. 1.) they embrac'd the 

opportunity to bring the poor man to him: eſpe- 
cially when they perceivd that great multitudes 

(among whom were phariſees, and doctors of tgje 

law) were coming together from all parts of Galilee, 
Fudea, and Joraſalem, and that the power of the 

rd was exerte 

17.) thoſe, that came to be heal'd by him of their in- 
firmities (ver. 15.) „„ 5 5 33 i e 
(iv. 55.) But the mob would probably have been 

gone, before they could uncover the roof. (L) And, 
uppoſing it were ſo, and that it would not then have 
been too late; is it an argument againſt the truth of 
the ſtory, to ſuppoſe that they had not the diſcre- 
tion and patience, that you are maſter of. 

(iv. 56.) But, if they could not get to the door; 
how ſboula they come at the fide of the houſe, in or- 
ger to get a-top? (IL) For that very reaſon : if the 
throng was at the door, the ſides were the clearer, 
However, it is not ſaid that they could not get to 

the door; only, that they byes © not get near him 

for the crowd (Mar. ii. 4. Lyk. v. 19... 
(iv. 56.) So they haul'd him up with ropes and lad- 

ders, I warrant® though there were none at hand, nor 
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„on this occaſion, to heal (Luk. v. 


30 healing the paxalytic 
could ſuddenly be procur d. (L) Say you ſo! neither 
ropes nor ladders to be had in that part of the ei- 
ty! neither for love, nor mon!) 
(iv. 57) Now behold them on the top of the houſe 
with their hatchets and hammers: breaking up tiles, 
| ſpars, aud rafters, ſmothering the people with duſt, F 
not breaking their heads with tiles. Beſides, where 
vas the good man of the houſe all this while ® Would | 
He ſuffer his houſe to be thus broke u. (L) Hold 
pray, enough at once. And, in anſwer to it, be 
pleas'd to take notice, that the houſe, here mention d, 
was cither That he liv'd in (Matt. iv. 13.) or Peter's 
mother-in-law's, whom he had lately cur'd of a fe- 
ver (Mar. i. 29.). So that there was no danger of the 
landlord's reſentment; even though they had done a 
good deal of damage, which yet they did not. Inth 
next place, you are to know, that the houſes, in tho 
days, were flat- roof d, with battlements (Deut. XXii. 
8.) upon which it was cuſtomary to walk (II Sam. 
Xi. 2.) converſe, preach (Matt. X. 27.) and pray 
(48. x. .): ſo that there muſt have been doors in the 
roofs. Now it was the (d sg uppermoſt chamber, 
in which were uſually held the religious aflemblies 
if theſe men, out of the vehemence af their concern 
for the paralytic, ,cndcavor'd. to come at Chriſt the 
readieſt and eaſieſt way, Accordingly they get ladders, 
{fling the man up in his couch | dm: 54yaoay Thr Shyn/* 
14 „„ Sar 
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Hey unroof d the roof, by a that they open d the door: which, 
ſynecdoche of the whole for the it it was a traf - door (as in ſuch 
part (as it is neceſſary here to un- ge Doves it is likelieſt to have 
derſtand it) muſt needs fignify ei- ) it does moſt naturally ac- 
tber that they broke a holethrgugh, count for the linging-down the 
Which is highly improbable; or couch, and for the expreſſion, © * 


— : „* — — * 
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raiſng the dend! 31 
3% d. , Feb Fay leg F, xaano: Thy xpdBBrror (Mar. 
it: 4.) % Tav xigapey|| (Luk. v. 19.] “ break 
« open the roof- door of the chamber, where he was; 
« and let=down the couch through the roof”. Thus 
they accompliſh'd their purpoſe, and obtain'd their 


\ 


defire 5 with very little damage to the houſe, or 
| trouble to themſelves. 1 Fo 5; 
(iv. 59.) But, why did not Feſus prevent the trou- 


ble, by going to the top of the houſe, and doing the 
man's buſineſs there © M Becaule it was more ras 


tional, and uſeful, on that occaſion, (for the convic- 


tion of the Phariſees, and the furtherance of the goſ- 
pel) to reward the man's faith, and manifeſt his own 
glory, in the midſt of the whole aſſembly. 


(iv. 60.) But, why didn't he command the multitude 
to make way for them? (IL) Becauſe there was no 
occaſion for it. Beſides, the people's making way 
| would have been attended with more difficultics, than 


the men's letting him down through the roof. 
© RAISING THE DBAD. 
Fairus's Daughter. Mat. ix. 18. Mar. v. 35. L. vill: 4m. 


Vidow of Nain's Son, = = = = Luk. vii. 11. 
Lazarus.- = Gu oodocss=soo <= Joh. Xl. 1. 


. 6.) Before I proceed to the conſideration of the 


three inflances of perſons rais'd from the dead, men- 


tibn d by the evangeliſts; it may be proper to premiſe 4 
few things concerning the order, in which they are re- 


Corded. 
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corded. I would fain know therefore; why Matthew; 
Mark, and Luke, who writ before John; tobk no no- 
tice of the moſt conſiderable inflance. To aggrandize' 
the fame of their maſter for a worker of miracles, was 
the deſign of all the evangelifts. It is therefore to be 
 preſun'd that each of them would report, if not all that 
Fieſus wrought, at leaſt the greateſt of them. which | 
that of raiſing Lazarus indiſputably was. (L) See 
the force of prejudice ! You, that can think free eb 
nough to make a jeſt of your bible; can't forbear 
making uſe of popular expreſſions; as founded on 
reaſon; to ſupport your ſuppoſitions;* If you will 
be pleas'd to reflect a little; you will find no room 
for your diſtinction of greater and leſſer, in this caſe. 
For, if thoſe you call leſſer, were beyond the reach © 
of human power; they were equally miraculouswith 
what you call the greateſt ; as being equally an ef- 
fect and demonſtration of divine power, to which 


you know all things are equally eaſy. And, confes 


quently, each of them was equally anſwerable to the 
Jeßgn of the evangeliſt, that made uſe of them. So, 
J hope, the order, in which theſe miracles are rela- 
ted, will no longer be an argument with you againſt 
the ret of. / ĩð· 
(,. 11.) Be that as it will: if they are not, all gx 
them, fables and forgeries; nothing, I think, can be 
ſaid for the laſt about Lazarus in John. For, if there 
Had been any truth in it; Matthew, Mark, or Luke 
8 certainly have remember d us of it, (L) Why 
(,. 9.) Becauſe any wiſe and conſiderate hiftorian, © 
who is concernd for the honor of the perſon, whoſs 
life he writes ; if it were not conſiſtent with the plan 
of his hiflory to take notice of all the inſtances of his 
merit; would hardly fail to record thoſe, that are chn- 
felſedly the greateſt, (L) Don't you perceive * 
Oe this 


this ſuppoſition is founded upon your laſt under 
diſtinction of greater and leſſer miracles ? What I 
have ſaid therefore in anſwer to your laſt obſervation, 
equally refutes this. However Grotius—— - 

(x. S.) Dow't tell me of Grotius. I know his con- 


jecure, and how weak it is : and therefore will not 


Spare time to refute it, till ſome writer ſhall appear in 


defence of the ſufficiency and ſtrengtb of it. (L) III 
undertake to defend it, if you will give me leave to 


JJ. on ATTAIN LT, 
(,. 14.) Well, The queſtion,” you know, is, Why Mat- 
thew, Mark, and Luke (who writ before John) took 


210 notice of this remarkable reſurreFion-miracle © (L) 

True. and the anſwer is this: Lazarus was living 

when Matthew, Mark, and Luke writ their goſpels ; 

the laſt of them moms, within fifteen years after 
2 


our lord's aſcenſion (Theophyla#. praef. in Luc. ed. 


Coteler, p. 300.) or at moſt thirty (Iren. iii. I. Euſeb. 
v. 8.) whereas tradition ſays, that Lazarus liv'd thir- 


ty years aſter he was rais'd from the dead (Epiphar. 
haer, 65.8. 34). As it was therefore prudent, it is 
but reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that they would not pub- 
liſh this hiſtory of 

ſhould provoke the Jews to cut him off ; which we 
are told (Luk. xii. 10.) the chief-prieſts conſulted to 


do; becauſe that, by reaſon of him, many of the 
Jews went-off, and believ'd in Jeſus. Beſides, they 


might think it needleſs to mention à miracle con- 


ceruing a perſon living ſo near nn where 
SY e 


there was ſo great a fame thereo . 
ving witneſſes to atteſt it. But, St. Jobn, writing his 


goſpel (according to the ancients, above ſixty years 


after our lord's aſcenſion; however, according to the 

carlieſt 'computation, at leaſt thirty-two) when, by 

the death of the perſon, and moſt of the witneſſes 

which were preſent at Bic refurre@tion the fame of | 
\ : * | Mt 4 a 1 t 


* | 


raiſing the das 33 


im in his life-time ; left they 
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it might be much impair d: had great reaſon to per- 
petuate the memory of it by a full account of. the 
matter. #01 e len £1 1431.08; Þ | 
(s. 15.) Vell, I may. find time to ſhow you the in- 
ſufficiency of this ſolution. In the mean while, ] have 
another obſervation to offer, by. way of objection to the 
letter of theſe miracles, ' Let me ask you therefore, 
What became of theſe three perſons after their reſur- 
rectiou? I find no mention of them in hiſtory. aud 
That, I think, is enough to make us ſuſpect that the 
 flories of them are mere gulliverian tales of perſons and 
things, that, out of the romance, never had any being. 
(Y) Neither is there any mention in hiſto * the 
three rais'd to life by Elijah, and Eliſha (I Kin. xvii. 
17. II Kin, iv. 18. xiii. 21.). Will you from thence. 
infer, that the hiſtory of the Kings is mere romance? 
or, that it ought. to be underſtood parabolically ? 
(v. 15.) Say. what you. will, I cannot think that 
the favor of ſuch a miracle would have. been be- 
ftow'd on undeſerving perſons: and if, out of gra- 
titude to their benefa#or, they afterwards became 
eminent for their labors, to the honor. of Jeſus; it 
1s. reaſonavk to ſuppoſe that notice would have been 
taken of | them by eccleſiaſtical ;hiftorians, both. out of 
2 to them, and for the credit of the miracle. 
nd therefore, either John was in his dotage, when 
He writ this; or trump d-up à long flory of a thum 


ping miracle, when there was no body alive to con- 


tradid him. (IL) An invidious conſequence, poorly 
ſupported! for (i) There is no 2 8 
them deſerving 2 any more than that all thoſe, 
who enjoy an affluence of earthly comforts, are the I 
favorites of heaven. (ii) But, ſuppoſing them to 
be, as, in all probability, they be a 0k per- 
ſons: (1) it is not neceſſary that any of nd Id 
be eminent for their abilities, ſo as to be diſtinguiſh d 


— AE EIN-£ Ws IO EIA Taman 


| in eccleſiaftical hiftory 3 (2) nor, if they had been 


taken-notice-of as remarkable for their labors of love 
and gratitude; would it have added any weight to 


the credit of the miracle. with reſpe& to that, 


whatever ſhould have been ſaid of them, whether 
good or bad, would no ways have affected the cre- 


dibility of the hiſtory. 


.,. 19.) But the characters of the three perſons, 
ſaid to be raisd, are no ſmall objection to the letter of 


this miracle. That an inſignificant boy, and girl; 
and an obſcure man ſhould be pitch drupon, rather 


than ſome public and more deſerving perſons; is unat= 
_ countable, (L) You will allow that the raifing of 


three inſignificant perſons was as great a mani feſta- 
tion of his divine power, as if he had rais'd three 
J.;... / 215” 
(ss. 24.) That's true. But the raiſing ſoms con fi- 

derable perſon would have ſpread his 9 more ex- 


tenſtvely; and gaind him the diſoipleſbip of all, that 
ſhould have heard of his being ſo great a benefaftor 


to mankind, (L) Of his beneficence to mankind 


there were abundant proofs, had he rais'd none at 


7 all from the dead : and, for the ſpread of his fame 
and doctrin, a few illiterate fiſhermen were wiſely 
choſen by him, rather than the learned or the migh- 


| 1 that the faith of his diſciples might not ſtand in 
the 


the wiſdom of men, but in the power of god (I Cor. 
(v. 23.) For all that, I can't but think that be ought 


to have rais'd an uſeful wy cn 7b or an HA 


mere hant, or ſuch a one as John the ng. (D) And 
ſo I ſuppoſe you will ſay Elijah and Eli 

of the children of the poor Shunamite, and widow 

of Sarepta) ought to have rais'd ſome ſuch perſons 


as Moſes, and Abraham or, becauſe you do not 


approve of the * of the perſons that were 
* 
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rais d; you will reject the account (I Kin. xvii. 17. 
II Kin, iv. 18.) as fabulous. But, alas! an evil ſpi- 
rit may cavil at any thing. even thoſe characters, 
your wiſdom has recommended, would be obnoxious 
to the ſcourge of ſuch a tongue as yours. Had it 
been a magiſtrate or merchant, as you ſuggeſt ; your 
Rabbi would have cried out, © x juggle, a confe- 
“ deracy, Sc. ſuch, favors were too great for poor 
people: or rather, poor people had it not in their 
“ power to put a trick upon the world ſo artfully, ſo 
4 ſucceſsfully”. Had it been the Baptiſt; he would 
have ſaid, Where's the juſtice or humanity of 
« that: after a life of auſterity, ſpent in Chriſt's 
“ ſervice; no ſooner was the good man well got to 
„ heaven; but he muſt be robb'd of his happineſs, 
<«haul'd back into life, and expos'd to a new ſeries 
©. of Jarcowerund dangers M³Mñmd SE 
V,. 32.) But this is not all: There is another conſi- 
deration of no ſmall weight againſt the letter of theſe 
miracles. After the return of the perſons ſouls to their 
bodies, if I may ſo expreſs my ſelf ; we have no tales 
of their ſeparate exiſtence; as © Where their ſouls 
« had been, In what. company, How it far'd with 
« them,. &c. things, which their friends to be ſure 
world enquire after; and which the evangeliſts would 
as certainly. have recorded. (L) Why ſhould you 
think ſo? when, you know, that even the apoſtle 
Paul (when caught up into the third heaven) made 
on other report, but that he heard unutterable 
.,. 33.) Becauſe ſuch a: report would have been an 
abſolute confutation of the Sadducees, and Sceptiſts of 
that age; and of the Materialifts of this. 70 


your ſelf, Mr Woolſton, would have been the firſt 
that would have made a jeſt of ſuch diſcoyeries from 


)ů̈—＋Ti ! Gt. art a 
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the other world. Vou, who are ſo parabolically gi- 


ven, cannot be ignorant of the parable of Dives and 
Lazarus the concluſion of which, you know, is, 
that © If people will not hear Mo/es and the pro- 
„ phets, neither will they be perſuaded though one 
« roſe from the dead” (Lak. xvi. 31.). Neither can 
you be ignorant, that we have better arguments for 


the immateriality and ſeparate exiſtence of the ſoul, 
than this boy and girl could have furniſht us with. 


You had the leſs reaſon to ſeem ignorant of this; as 


you have a direct proof of it in the evangelift's ac- 
count of the firſt of theſe miracles (Lak, viii. 54.) 


* 


« And Jeſus took her by the hand, and call'd, ſay- 
ing, Maid ariſe. And her Soul Return d; and im- 


% mediately ſhe aroſe”, agreeable to that in Kings 
II. xvii. 21.) And Elijah cried unto the lord, and 
& ſaid: O Lord my God, Ipray thee, let this child's 


ſoul return into him. 


12. Raiſing Fairus's Daugbter. 


© Matt, ix. 18. Mar. v. 35. Luk. viii. 41. (v. 38, 
Here's Hen block at the very threſbold of the 
ſtory. 


A ruler of the ſynagogue came and worſhipt 
Jeſus (Matt. ix. 18.) and yet we are told (Joh. xii. 
42.) that none of the rulers of the ſynagogues believ'd 
on him, (L) Nay, we are told, there, that many of 
, IE EET. 
Tu. 36.) Don't miſtake me. T ſay none of them 
confeſſedly believ'd on him. (L/ You mean, I ſup- 
oe, that they did not openly confeſs him. but 
That, you know, argues nothing ; ſo long as they 
believ'd on him. That was reaſon enough to beg his 
help on ſuch an occaſion. 
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(sv. 36.) But why did Feſus ſay the girl was but in 
Fob 3 (L) Not c bimſclf for a fool: 
but to let the people know, that, to raiſe her from 
the dead, was no more, with him, than to wake her 
RS oo oat. 
C. 37.) One world have thong ht he ſbould firſt have 
convinc d them 7 certainty of her death, (L) N 
need of that. They were ſo well affur'd of it, that 
8 im, when he ſaid, She is not 
dead, but ſleepeth) they laugh'd him to ſcorn. 
. 37.) But why did he turn the people out? (L) 
Becauſe he was not willing they ſhould be witneſſes 
of what he did: and therefore he charg'd the pa- 
rents that they ſhould let no body know it (Mar, 


,. 37.) That's ſtrange indeed! Surely, the more 
witneſſes are preſent at a miracle; the better it is at- 


teſted, and the more readily believ'd by others; and 


thereby the end of performing a miracle is more effec- 
tually anſtwer d. K This I confeſs is the moſt 
plauſible thing you have faid : and therefore, for 
our ſatisfaction in this point, T refer you to Dr. 
Mpitby's annotations on Mar. . 
(. 27.) But the girl had not been dead long enough 
to make the miracle indiſputable. (L) To humor you, 
we'll allow that all the people, who wept and wail'd 
greatly for the loſs of her, were miſtaken. But then 
you muſt grant it was equally miraculous, that Chriſt 
mould know, by the way, when the meſſengers 
brought word the was dead, that ſhe was only in a 
fit: and it was ſomething extraordinary too, that 
he ſhould be able to bring her ont of the fit by : 
pan Shout: Fog (els es Hg . . .. worc 


4 * 8 * 


* See The account of our 88. publiſhing or contealing his mirg- 
vior's conduct with regard to the cles, (6. p. 44 


— the widow's ſon q 39 


word. ſpeaking; and that, after the had been ſo 


gricvouſſy ill, ſhe ſhould be able to cat the meat 
which 1 order d mes | 


13. Raif 18 the 2 dow of Nein s Som. 
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Luk. vii. 11. (*. 27.) Is this cafe, it is true re 
was ſomething more appearance of death but yet, 
even here, there might be room for miſtake. h 
Lenos hut Jeſus, upon ſome information or other, 

might. ſuſpect this youth to be in à lethargic tate ʒ 

aud had à mi nd to try, if (by chafing, &c.) he could 
not do (what ſucceſ fully he did) bring him to his 4 
es; again, (L) Well imagin d, Mr Woolſton! 

(v. 28.) Or, Might not a piece of fraud be here con- 
certed between Jeſus, a ſubtil youth, and his mother, 
andothers; and all the formalities of a death and bus 
rial-contrin'd : that Teſus (whoſe fame for a worker 
of miracles was to be-rais'd) might here have an oppor» 
tunity to make a ſhow of a grand one? The mourning 

the widow, who had her tears at command; and * 


eſus's caſual meeting of the corpſe upon the road; "iq 
ooks like à contrivance to put the better face en the 
matter. (dy: Beater and better! 


14 Rajf ing Lazarus. 


John xi. 1. * 38, 39% Well, rhough I 8 uo more 
faults to find with thr letter of this frory Infidels, I 
can tell you, will be apt to ſay, in the caſe of Lazarus, 
| ob the whole management of it look d like * and 
poſture. * Admirable! l 
my 30.) For all your exclamations, 1 can tell you, 
There are ſome unhappy circumſtances in this ſtory; 
which, i they are not emblematical, make it the m Þ 

8 
Sir, 


volorious cheat, hot: ever Was put — 


are reer: 
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Sir, Your ſuppoſitions, ſuggeſtions, and imaginations 


are ſo extravagant; that there's no hearing them 
without aſtoniſhment; and therefore you will pardon 
my exclamations : but the circumſtances, which you 
pretend are ſufficient to make your ſuppoſitions pro- 
able, TI am willing to conſider, * 
5. 39.) In the. firft place then, Was it not abſurd 

in Teſus to weep at all, on this occaſion ; eſpecially as 
he was about to recover him to life again? (L) In 
anſwer to this, you muſt know that Chriſt acted like a 


| prudent manz with a particular regard to the com 


pany, that were preſent; and to the circumſtances, 


that attended every action Thus, before he call'd 
Lazarus out of the grave, © he- lifted up his eyes, 
and faid : Father, I thank: thee that thou haſt 
heard me. I knew indeed that thou heareſt me 
4 always : but, becauſe of the people which ſtand- 
„ by, I faid this; that they might believe that tho 
“ haſt ſent me (Joh. xi. 41.) And thus, on this 
oOccaſion, he ſighd and wept ; to give tokens of his 
humanity, before he exerted his divinity; hereby 
ſhowing his grief for ſin that brought death into the 
world, and his ſympathy-with or fellow-feeling-of 


our infirmities: an inſtructive leſſon againſt a ſtoic 
apathy : and a proper means of engaging the good 
opinion of the 8 a matter of no ſmall mo- 
ment to the ſucceſs of the miracle — Thus alſo he 
is ſaid to call Lazarus with a loud voice; that it 


might appear to all, that even the dead were ſubject 


, / BSD 3:6 
(v. 41.) But the circumſtance of the napkin about his 


face, I dont lite. (L) Sure you did not read the 


ſtory attentively; or you would have ſpied out a 


bigger abſurdity in the man's coming out of the 


grave, bound, hands and feet, with his grave-cloths: 


unleſs you apprehended that it might be look d upon 
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4 an addition tothe wonder. But, Pray, "what Was 
the harm of the napkin? 
(v. 30.) Why, the ſpectators could not difeern (what 
was the efſence of the miracle) the change of the man's 

countenance from a dead to a living one: which'is a 
plain fi 40 eq he it was all fraud and impoſture. (LJ). 
Not Enn his countenance, ſay you? quite the ro- 
verſe. read-on; and, in the next verſe (ver. 44.) you 
will find that it was to prevent all ſuſpicion of a 
Cheat, that “ He came out with his grave-cloths, 
and napkin bound about his face”. But, inſtead 
of hurtying him away in this Flight, Jeſus fairly ap- 
Ken to the ſpectators; and ays to them: Looſe 
the things, pots let him walk”. 
u. 49.) Ay, but, to prevent all ſuſpicion of 4 din, 
he 6 ſoould have order'd the napkin to be taken-off his 
face; that his mortified countenance might be view'd, 
before the chauging of it to life was wrought. (L) It 
was enough to take it off, after he came out, that 
they might be aſſur d it was the ſelf ſame Lazarus: 
For they had no doubt but he was dead; as appears 
by what they faid upon | Jeſus's wee ing (ver. 35. 
« Some of the Jews cried, Behold how he loyd 
« him,” 1 (who to bel ure would havecatch'd 
at any advantage to expoſe him) not being able to 
deny that he was dead, gave vent to their malice; 
and, flouringly, ſaid: « Could not this fellow, who 
72 open d the eyes of the blind, have } a his 
« . (ver. 37.) 
f f 41.) Now, pray obſerve the conſequences of this 
Some f the Jews, who ſaw through the cheat , 
We — to the Phariſees ; aud told them what Feſus bad 
done, and hom the buſineſs was tranſacted (ver. 46 * 
Whereupot "y Chief-priefts and Phariſees were ſo iu- 
cens'd, that, from that day forth, they "ey counſel to- 


| gether to put him to death 0 ver. 53 740 and conſulted eo 
they 
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“ in church and ſtate. 
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they might put Lazarus alſo to death (xii. 10.), Tous | 
therefore, aud his diſtiples, aud Lazarus fled. for it. 
for they wall d no more-9penly among the Jews: but 
went thence into a country near to the wilderneſs (a 
convenient hiding-place) aud there continued. ot her- 


<oiſe, in all probability, they had been all ſacrificd. 
(I) Well! what uſe do you, make of all this? 


v. 43.) What=in-the-world: could incenſe the Pha- 
riſes to ſuch a degree againſt Jeſus, but his pre- 


tending to put a trick, upon them with a bam mi- 


racle? or againſt Lazarus, but becauſe he Was a con- 


federate with him? (L) Unparallelld ſubtlety! 


A worthy argument this! wonderfully modeſt and 


- good-natur'd ! againſt a miracle, which was the great 
 1nducement on the people to attend his triumphant 

entry into Feru/alem (x11. 12, 17, 18.) and which his 
moſt inveterate enemies, the Chiet-prieſts and Pha- 


riſees (notwithſtanding their religion and intereſt 
were at ſtake) were not able to deny. For, when 


{ome of the Jews went to them, and told them what 


Jeſus had done; they conven'd a council, ſaying : 


What dowe ? for this man doth many miracles ” 
(ver. 47.) And the reaſon of their being ſo incens'd a- 
gainſt him is evident from their debates : for, ſay 
they (ver. 48.) coloring their malice with a ſhow of 
public- ſpiritedneſs If we let him thus alone; all 


; our Rogue: will believe on him, as the: meſſiah; 


L and hereupon the Romans will come againſt us, as 


& raiſers of ſedition and rebellion; and, overcoming 
Hus, will, by way of puniſhment, take- away both - 
our holy place and nation, or the government we 

* at preſent are permitted by them to exerciſe both 


* 


SY Wn kf ; BS V. 
we. WS * % N 9 


— 


(v. 44) But why ſhould they conſult to put Lazarus 


© __ Faifmg bis friend 43 


to death (LJ For the very fame reaſon. If, ap- 
prehenſive of the conſequences of the miracle, they 
thought it their intereſt to deftroy him, that wrought 
it: it behov'd them alſo to remove out of the way 
| ſo convincing a monument of it. For the Jews 
flock d after Fe/us “ not for His fake only; but 
that they might ſee ' Lazarus alſo, whom he had 
“ rais'd from the dead (xii. 9.) on whoſe account 
many of the Jews went=off, and believ'd on je- 
« ſus (ver. 11.) FVV 
(.,. 44.) But, ſuppoſe the Jews could be fo brutiſh 
and barbarous as you would repreſent them. yet why 
| did Yeſus, and his diſciples, with Lazarus, run a= 
way and abſcond upon it? Was it not a plain ſign of 
_ guilt, and of fraud? (L/) By no means: but an in- 
ſtance of his prudence ; rf an inſtruction to his 
followers to avoid danger by giving place to the fu- 
ry of the enemy: from which it is certainly the high- 


eſt wiſdom to withdraw ; , rather than expoſe our 


ſelyes to unneceſſary perils, by abiding within the 
reach of thoſe who are l upon our ruin. 
An inflance of bis prudence, ſay you .' why, 
what end did it anſwer © L/ It behov'd him, as 
he tells us / 1 ix. 4. xi. 9.) © to work the works 
of him, that ſent him; while it was day”. He 
therefore, by thus retiring, according to his uſual 
 prudenes, prevented their taking him off before his 
time; and, by his abſence alſo, made the people 
more defirous of ſeeing him, and better diſpos'd to 
receive his doctrin. For, not only they, that were 
with him, when he called Lazarus out of the grave, 
and rais'd him from the dead; bore witneſs to him : 
but thoſe alſo, that were come to the feaſt from all 
parts, having been inform'd of this miracle; when 


1 8, 125 13.) ; 


44 bis conduct with regard to his miracles 


they heard of his coming to Jeruſalem; went-out 
and met him, Fran branches of palm-trees, and 
leſſed is the King of I/rael,, 


crying “ Hoſanna, Ble „ 
« that comes in the name of the lord“ (xii. 17, 
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f our ſavior's conduct with regard tis 


_ the publiſhing or. concealing 
it miracles, e. 
HAT Chriſt ſhould take care that his mi= 
TAS racles ſhould not be known, only to avoid 
vaiurglory (as ſome have ſuppos'd) ſeems 


guarded-againft by his declarations, 'T hat he did 
them by the finger of God, { Matt, xii. 28.) and 


that, by theſe works, he ſought not his own glory; 


but the glory of his father 955 v. A1. Mi. 18, 
Let it then be noted, (1) | 
miracles among the heathens; or upon them that 
dwelt among them, ſuch as were the ſyrophaenician 


"woman, and the woman of Paneas, or Caeſarea Phi- 
lnb: he never impos d filenge on the perſon heal d; 


but 


eee 


not very reaſonable : this being ſufficiently. 


hat, when he did his 


. 
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but ſometimes, on the contrary, bid them declare 


what God had done for them. So, when he had 
cur'd the demoniac at Gadara; he bids him go to 


his houſe and his acquaintance ; and tell them what 


things the lord had done for him, and how he had 


ſhew d mercy even to an heathen / Mar. v.19.) And 


| though he charg'd his diſciples to tell no man a- 
mong the Jetos, that he was the Chriſt, till his re- 
ſurrection { Mat. xvi. 20. he does himſelf declare 
to the ſamaritan woman, that he was the meſſiah 
Job. iv. 25, 26.) becauſe theſe things would pre- 

pare theſe heathens and ſamaritans, when Chriſt was 
 preach'd to them by his apoſtles, to receive their 
teſtimony. (2) That the things, which he forbids. 
his diſciples to declare, were not his miracles; but 

either his transfiguration on the mount (Matt. xvii. 


9.) or that he was the Chriſt / Mar. viii. 29, 30.). 


And this he only bid them to conceal, till he was 
_ riſen from the dead. And this he did, not only that 
their teſtimony of him might not be look d- upon 
as a Ming compacted between him and them; but 


chiefly, becauſe they were not fitted to be his wit- 


neſſes of theſe things, till they had recciv'd power 
from on high, by the ene down of the holy 
ghoſt to do it { AF. i. 8. ). For he recciv'd before 
the teſtimony of John, and appeal'd to it ( Job. v. 


33.) becauſe he was ſent by God to bear witneſs of 


him ( Joh. i. 6, 7.)-and becauſe the blazing theſe _ 
things abroad by his diſciples, that he was the meſ- 
hab, ſent, by God to be their ſavior; and that God, 


by a voice from heaven, commanded all men to obey 
him; would have ſo far comported with that ima» 


gination of a temporal kingdom to be erected by 
him; and look'd ſo like the ſending his diſciples, as 
his heralds, to proclaim him king; as that it would 
have given too much occaſion to the government to 
„„ 70's 148 2-1 io 
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ſulpect that he deſign'd ſome ſuch thing; and too 
much color to the accuſation of 3 that he 
forbid men to give tribute to Cacſar, ſaying, that he 


himſelf was Chriſt a king C Luk. xxiii. 2. Now, 


from the firſt obſervation we learn, that the reaſon, 
why he was thus concern'd to have his miracles con- 
ceal'd, muſt be ſomewhat peculiar to the jewiſh na- 
tion; and from the ſecond, that he did this chiefly 
to avoid all ſuſpicion, that he intended to ſet up any 
temporal hg wag or to give occaſion to any inno- 
vation, ſedition, or diſturbance, upon his account. 


Ne therefore ſay (1) That he did this, to avoid. 
| cribes, and phariſces, and hero- 


the malice of the 
dians againſt him: who were fo far from being con- 


vinc'd by his miracles ; that they not only did blaſ- 
% them; but oft conſulted how they might en- 


trap him in his words, and get ſomething out of his 


mouth, by which they might accuſe him as an e- 
nemy to God and Caeſar. So, when he had pro- 
nounc'd his woes againſt them; the ſcribes and pha- 


riſees began to urge him . laying ſnares 
for him, and ſeeking to get ſomethi 
mouth, that they might accuſe him to the govern- 


ment (Lak. xi. 53, 54.) When, in the parable of 


the kingdom of heaven, he had told them what was 


like to be their fate; they ſend- out their diſciples 
with the phariſees to entrap him in his words, and 
to put the queſtjon to him: Is it lawful to give tri- 


bute to Caeſar, or not? { Matt. xxit. 15, 18.) And, 
when he does but covertly declare himſelf to be the 


ſon of God; they are ready to ſtone him for it / Joh. 


viii. 59. x. 31.). And, at his miracles they were fo 
 incens'd, as to think of nothing leſs than cuttin 0 


him off. And thus, when he eur d the man that had 


the wither'd hand; the phariſees and herodians take 
counſel together hom they might _ Kinr 
8 ee 


3 


ng out of his 


* 
* 


fame was ſpread forth in 
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Mar. iii. 6 Thus, when the pt ople (hearing his 
words, and ſeeing his miracles) began to be con- 
vinc'd by them; and to ſay that he was the Chriſt : 


the phariſces and high-prieſts (hearing that the 
murmur' d ſuch things concernin bing ſend- fort 


5 ns ſervants to apprehend him /Fok. vii, 30, 31, 32). 


hen he had rais'd Lazarns; the chief-prieſts and 
phariſees conclude that *twas expedient that he ſhould 
die; and ſend-forth their commands, that, if any 
one knew where he was, he ſhould declare it ; that 
they might take him Job. xi. 47, 49, 50, 57.). 
That therefore they might not take him off, belore 5 
his time; and that they might have leſs occaſion to 


do it for his popularity, or the reſort of multitudes 


unto him: he eommands his miracles to be conceal'd. 


and, when they could not be ſo; he departs from 


the multitudes into deſaxt places: and, when his 
one Country round about, 
he departs thence into ſome other place. (2) But 
his chief deſign in thus concealing that he was the 
Chriſt, and givin 1 not to divulge his mi- 
racles; was this: That he might not indulge that 
pernicious conceit, which had obtain d among them, 
that their meſſiah, was to be a temporal king. For, 
the very name of their meſſiah being ftill in their 
targums “ Meſſiah the king”; and they ſpeaking ſo 
much of his kingdom and dominion over the na- 
tions, his delivering Vrael, and ſubduing their ene- 
mies: had our lord openly declar'd himſelf the 
meſſiah before his reſurrection, and exaltation to the 


right hand of God; — would eaſily have made 
0 


this inference, that therefore he muſt be their king, 
their deliverer, and the ſubduer of their enemies; 
and would have attempted, by tumults and ſedi- 
tions, to ſet up his kingdom. Thus, when he had 


fed 5000 with 5 little loa ves and 2 ſmall fiſhes; 


. 
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ſhould come into the world; this was t 
rant enough for this attempt (ver. 140. Chrift 5 king-' 


ment ſhould be laid, either to his 


Facles known; and. to 
that he was the Chri 


"=" ALE. a 


they, gathering hence that he as able to make pr 
.vifions for an army; preſently conclude: that they. 


would take him by force, and make him 4 king 


Job, M. 15.) and this cauſes him to depart from 
00 into a mountain alone: and, his miracles being 
ſo great a conyiction, that he was that prophet that 

ak ought war- 


dom therefore, not being of this world, nor to come 

0 0 that pompʒ or obſervation, qr, to the ends 
which they expected; and it being his gregt concern 
that nd ſedition, or diſturbance of the civil. govern- 
rſon, or ori | 
this ſeems to have been the chief reaſon, hy 
gave charge to thoſe he heal'd, not to make his mi- 


his dates, in 06 55 Ac! ars 
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